
 
 

Riverport Electric Light Commission 
Minutes of December 4th, 2024, 9:00 am 

 

The Commission met at 9:08 am at Riverport Community Centre, 79 Lower LaHave Road, 
Riverport, Nova Scotia B0J 2W0. 
 

Attendance: 
Commission Members StaƯ 

David Maxwell, Chair Dylan Heide, Town of Mahone Bay CAO 
Merrill Zinck, Treasurer Phil Lawson, Lead PLT 
Bernie Roycroft, Commissioner  
Jim Vissers, Commissioner  
Guest: None 

 
A. Call to Order 

David Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:08 am. 
 

B. Approval of the Agenda 
Agenda unanimously approved. 

 
C. Approval of the Minutes – October 30, 2024 

Minutes unanimously approved as presented. 
 

D. Presentations 
None 
 

E. Reports 
1. Operations Report 

Lead PLT Phil Lawson presented operations report. Members discussed and 
addressed questions to staƯ. 
 

2. Financial Report 
CAO Dylan Heide presented financial report in the absence of Manager of 
Finance Ashley Yeadon-Wentzell; it was noted that some items including 
compliance reporting which were raised at the prior meeting would delayed until 
her return. Members discussed and addressed questions to staƯ. StaƯ were 
asked to report back on procedures for the approval of RELC payments to AREA 
and Town of Mahone Bay as well as investigating NSPI billing procedures 
(including seeking access to confirm NSPI meter reads). 

 
 
 



 
 

F. Old Business 
1. AREA Services Contract Assignment 

CAO Dylan Heide updated members on the status of the AREA services contract 
assignment to the Town of Mahone Bay, previously approved at the Sept. 25 
meeting. 

 
2. NSUARB Applications 

i. Joint Flowthrough Formula Application 
CAO Dylan Heide provided an update on the joint flowthrough formula 
application. 
 

ii. Immediate Rates Application 
CAO Dylan Heide provided an update on the status of the immediate 
rates application. 

 
3. Outreach to MLA 

CAO Dylan Heide spoke to the Nov 19, 2024 letter from the Mahone Bay Town 
Council to the Premier and Minister of Energy concerning the regulatory burden 
on small electrical utilities in Nova Scotia which was cc’ed to the Commission. 
Members discussed the opportunity to meet with MLA Susan Corkum-Greek to 
discuss this, as well as other potential legislative intervention on behalf of RELC. 

 
  Zinck – Vissers 

THAT Chair David Maxwell write to the Premier and Minister of Energy 
regarding the regulatory burden on electrical utilities. 

  CARRIED 
 

G. New Business 
 

1. Communications with Ratepayers 
Members engaged in substantial discussion concerning communications with 
ratepayers and opportunities for improvement. StaƯ were requested to seek 
interpretation of the Commission’s governing legislation from McInnis Cooper. 
StaƯ were directed to look into whether the CodeRed notification service in use 
in Mahone Bay could be implemented for RELC. The need to re-establish a 
website was discussed, and it was further agreed a newsletter would be 
launched for the Commission beginning in January of 2025. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

2.  Commission Meetings 
It was agreed that regular meetings of the Commission would remain monthly, 
with the option to hold an additional special meeting if needed. Regular monthly 
meetings will generally take place on the last Wednesday of the month at 9 AM at 
the Riverport Community Centre, presuming it is available. It was agreed that the 
next meeting of the Commission would take place on Wednesday, January 15, 
2025. 

 
3. Commission Membership 

The procedure to appoint new members to the Commission was discussed and 
it was agreed this would be confirmed by staƯ. Chair David Maxwell nominated 
Arleigh Robar to occupy the vacant seat on the Commission – left by the 
resignation of Mary Stocks – until the next RELC AGM. 

 
  Maxwell – Vissers 

THAT the Commission appoint Arleigh Robar to occupy the vacant seat on 
the Commission for the remainder of the current term. 

  CARRIED 
 

H. Next meeting (January 15, 2025) 
 

I. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 11:48 pm. 


