
 

 

RIVERPORT ELECTRIC LIGHT COMMISSION 

Special Meeting 

Minutes of July 23, 2025 at 7:00pm 

 
The Commission and customers of the Riverport Electric Light Commission 
met at 7:00pm at the Riverport Community Centre, 79 Lower LaHave Road, 
Riverport, Nova Scotia B0J 2W0. 

Attendance: 
 

Commission Members Staff 
David Maxwell, Chair Dylan Heide, ToMB CAO 
Merrill Zinck, Treasurer Clare Blyth, Recording Secretary 
Bernie Roycroft, Commissioner Phil Lawson, Lead Powerline Tech. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER – SELECTION OF CHAIR 

David Maxwell called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. As Chair of the 
Commission, David Maxwell welcomed everyone to the meeting. He asked 
those present if anyone else was willing to Chair the meeting, per the Riverport 
Electric Light Act. 

Sid Strowbridge – a member of the legislative Sub-Committee offered to Chair 
the meeting. The room gave consensus. 

2. INTRODUCTIONS 

The Chair introduced the members of the Commission and Town of Mahone Bay 
staff present. Members of the Legislative Sub-Committee - Jane Hanson and 
Shirley Abberton were also acknowledged. 

3. CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 

A discussion took place regarding the status of quorum for the meeting proceedings. 

It was clarified that, per the Riverport Electric Light Act and in relation to Resolution 1 at 
the meeting: 

Sale and transfer of assets and undertaking  

16a. The commissioners are hereby authorized and empowered to sell the whole or 
any part of the assets and undertaking of the commissioners for such price and on 
such terms and conditions as the commissioners may deem advisable, and the 
commissioners may make a good and sufficient deed, transfer or conveyance 
therefor, conveying or transferring such assets and undertaking so sold to any 
purchaser or purchasers thereof, which said purchaser or purchasers shall take the 



 

 

said assets and undertaking, free from the lien of any debentures issued by the 
commissioners under the provisions of the said Act or otherwise; provided always, 
however, that a resolution approving of the sale of the said assets and 
undertaking and the selling price thereof shall have first been carried by a 
majority of the electors present at a special meeting convened for the purpose of 
considering the said resolution in manner required by section 13. 

2a. The said commissioners shall not call said meeting till requested to do so by a 
petition signed by sixty per cent. of the electors; and one hundred electors shall 
constitute a quorum at the said meeting. Said petition shall be certified under the 
hand of the municipal clerk as containing the names of sixty per cent. of the said 
electors.  1929, c. 131, s. 2. 

For Resolutions 2 and 3, the Act directs the following: 

Right to vote  

15. At all public meetings to be held under this Act every owner of property within 
the district who is duly qualified to vote thereon at the date of any such meeting 
for the election of a Municipal Councillor for the Municipality of Lunenburg, shall 
be an elector, and the right of voting shall be restricted to such electors. 1920, c. 
149, s. 15. 

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Much discussion took place on all 3 resolutions. 

Sandra Bradley - Request Mahone Bay staff leave the meeting – not supported by the 
room. 

a) Resolution #1 – Sale of Riverport Office 

A vote by show of hands took place. Membership voted to DEFER this Resolution until 
such time that a meeting is held where a quorum is present per Section 16a of the 
Riverport Electric Light Act. 

b) Resolution #2 – Structural Change 

Jane Hanson from the Legislative Sub-Committee presented an amended Resolution 
for Structural Change. A history of the establishment of the Legislative Sub-Committee 
was also related. It is noted that RELC was advised that any new changes to the 
Riverport Electric Light Act are to be comprehensive and not piecemeal. 

The sub-committee asked for specialized help from the community in undertaking 
research and planning for structural change to RELC. Preliminary findings will be 
completed by December 31, 2025 and a Special Meeting convened in January 2026. 

Terry Drahos – Request to table discussion until we see unaudited financial 
statements. Commission Treasurer explained that a summary of these are available on 



 

 

the engagement website and were presented at the AGM. Complete unaudited 
statements will be made available. 

Stephen Drahos – Motion to add to the Resolution a ‘Request to see unaudited 
financial statements to March 31, 2025, before the December 31, 2025 preliminary 
findings deadline’. This motion was seconded by Paula Demone. Motion carried. 

Suzanne Amos – Motion to have a separate Resolution on financial statements 
amendment above. Motion defeated. 

Philip Langford – Request to decide on future structure and then change legislation. 
Sub-Committee confirmed that this is outlined in the Resolution. 

Susan Spence – Request specifics on recommendations for next steps after the 
preliminary findings. 

Tom Burrow – Comment on Resolution being too complicated and simplify to need 
for research and financial statements. 

Anne Wilkie – Thanked Commission and Sub-Committee for their work. Suggested an 
early receipt of financial statements in the research process for the preliminary plan. 

Mary Roycroft – Indicated that financial statements were presented by Commission 
Treasurer at the last meeting. 

Tim Nicholas – Suggested a vote on the amendment to the original Resolution to 
move forward. 

A vote by show of hands took place on the amended Resolution. Membership voted to 
APPROVE this Resolution. 

c) Resolution #3 – Borrowing Resolution 

Resolution read – Seconded by Philip Langford. 

Sandra Bradley – Presented Paul Bradley’s comments and questions from the RELC 
engagement site. 

Phillip Langford – Asked if need for loan is imminent, if not, then suggested the 
Resolution is deferred until up to date financial statements are available.  

When asked if RELC is insolvent, the Commission Treasurer confirmed that it is. 

Katherine Bench – asked the room whether they are trying to save RELC at all costs. 
Town of Mahone BAY CAO spoke to the imminency of the debt. 

Pam Wilkie – Spoke to the relevancy of RELC and the value of local maintenance and 
service. 

Tim Nicholas – Asked about the process should the Resolution be deferred. Town of 
Mahone Bay CAO explained that the outcome of this meeting with be taken to Town 



 

 

of Mahone Bay Council and the AREA Board (as those parties that RELC is in debt to). 
Their willingness to sustain RELC’s debt will be debated and decided upon. 

A vote by show of hands took place on the Resolution. Membership voted to DEFER 
this Resolution until the report of the Legislative Sub-Committee is presented. 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn the meeting – seconded by Greg Amos. 

The meeting adjourned at 9pm. 


